The Paragraph Chart

Topic Sentence:  State what the main idea of the paragraph is to be and what are you going to do to prove it.
	A  Your assertion.  This is the first of three examples that prove the point of the topic sentence.


	B  Back it up:  You back up the assertion first with evidence, perhaps a quotation or significant detail from the novel, play, or poem. 

	C  Commentary:  This is absolutely necessary.  This is the place where you explain, interpret, analyze and comment.  This is the 123 of the paragraph.
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